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The Right Honourable 


THOMAS, 
Lord Thynne, 


BAR ON of Warmifer, 
VISCOUNT Weymouth, &c. 


My Lord, 

D Kr C onſcious to. my ſelf, that 
the bare Seaſonableneſs of the 
mrs, Diſcourſe, aud the: acciden+ 
zally-ftraimed Preparation of bimthat- 
ſpake it, might, to a Candid: Audience, 
palliate the Faults F the. baſty Com+\ 
A poſure, 


The Epiltle 
peſure, and render that acceptable from 
the Pulpit, which may juſily be explo- 
ded when coming from the Preſs ; yet, 
havirg broke thorough theſe and o'her 
Diſcouragemerts, | now buinbly pre- 
ſent 10 your Lordſhip this meat Atten- 
dant at the Coſecration of your Chap- 
pel at Long Leat. Thi your Lord- 
ſhip ſhould command me upon ſo ſolemn 
an Occaſton to Preach the S2r:3100, was 
an amazing Honour : T hat the Pub- 
lication of it ſhould be thought of, was 
a greater Aſtoniſhment to me.But I per- 
cetve, that the Favours of the truly - 
great, and the Divinely good; have al- 
ways ſometbing of T ranſcendency in 
them ; like the Influences of Heaven, 
are freely and unexpeRedly ſhrwred- 
down, not poorly barter'd for. While 
others require them, which are imbar- . 
ked in their. Dependance, to ftudy their 


Paſions, 


 Dedicatory. 
Paſfons, not their Honour, to be more 
ſolicitous to conſeder their Nature, to 
feed their Humours, than to doe them 
any real Advantage ; and always rack, 
and often defeat the moſt reaſonable exs+ 
peCtations, or perbaps at length hardly 
part with their Kinaneſſ*s to thoſe that 
have early bought thein : Your Lord- 
ſhip and your Relitions (I ſpeak ex- 
pcrtmentally ) ſurprize with your Fa- 
wours, ſcorn to have them at all C much 
teſs.thus baſely ) earn'd, but liberally 
beſtow, before any particular Service 
bath deſerved them. Hence the ut- 
moſt Performances of your Depen- 
dants are a ready overpaid, ſooner than 
b. gun; a.e but the unequal return of 
a tri Debr, which no future Endea- 
vours can tully diſcharge, ſince the 
Circumſtance of un-engaged, and firſt - 
obliging, will ever be only on your 


Parts. ; T bat 


The Epiſtle, &c. 

T hat God would enable thoſe which 
ſhare your Bounties, to anſwer the 
Deſgns of them, to be uſefull in their 
Stations; and that be would be pleaſed 
both T emporally and Eternally to bleſs 
your Lordſhip, and your Family, is the 
Hearty Prayer of © 


Your Lordlhips 


Moſt Devoted Servant, 


Richard Roderick. 


(1) 


| SERMON 


Preached at 


* - LONG-LEAT 


WIL T-SHIRE. 
Auguſt 19. 1694. 


2 Chron. 7. 16. 


Now have I choſen and ſanftified this Houſe, 
that my Name may be there for ever, and 
mine Eyes and mine Heart {ball be there 


perpetually. 


OD ſpake theſe wad i in a Viſion 

to Solomon , preſently after his 

building and Dedication of the Tem- 
| es at | bar rp A naughty work de- 
B ſigned 


2 Chron, 
6, 18, 


AQs 7. 48, 
49+ 


FEx.28. 36: 


x 


(2) 
fiened by King David ; but the Honour 
of effefting it was reſerved for the grea- 
ceſt and wiſeſt of Men. . Qnly the chuef 
Ornament of his Father's Houſe is fat, 
and ſingled outto lay the Foundation of - 
the Lord's. 

But will God in wery deed dwell with 
Men upon the Earth © Behold, Heaven, and 
the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain him , 
how much leſs an Earthly Tabernacle ? 
The meft High dwelleth not in Temples made 
with hands, as ſaith the Prophet, Heaven is 
my Throne, and Earth is my Foot-ſtool : what 
Houſe will ye build me, jatth the Lord ? Or 
what is the Place of my Reſt? 

"Tis true, the Almighty fills all Places, 
is circumſcribed by none: His Divinity 
cannot be pent up ; yet he vouchſafes 
to ſtoop his Glorious Majeſty, and after 
a peculiar manner to be preſent in the 
Congregation of his Saints. The God- 
Head cannot be ſhrunk up within any Di- 
menſions ; but his Honour is ſaid cſpe- 


cially to dwell in the Temple, the Place 
feraparefor his more immediate ſervice ; 


upon the 
Plate 


on winch 1s -cpgraycn,. as * 


(3) 
Plate on the fore-front of Aaron's Mitre, 
Holineſs unto the Lord. And of eyery 
fuch Place ſeparated for God's publick 
Worlup, himſelf ſpeaks, Now have 1 
choſen and ſanified this Houſe, that my 
Name may be there for ever, and mine Eyes 
and mine Heart ſhall be there perpetually. 

Which words, I humbly conceive, 
may be thus paraphraſed ; I accept and 
approve of this Houſe, which, according 
to my will,and by my ſecret ſuggeſtions 
Choſen and Sanctificd, or ſeparared from 
common Uſes to the Honour of my 
Name, to be mine for ever; and I pro- 
miſe, that mine Fyes and mine Heart ſhall 
be there perpetually, that I will have a par- 
ricular regard to the Deyotions f ro 
paid, and be affectionately gratious to . 
cach Votary that religiouſly offers them. 

* Foryour preſent Meditation, be plea- 
{cd to conſider, 

1. That through all Ages, Men our 
of a ſenſc of Dury have Choſen and Santi 
fied, that 1s, ſeparated from common U- 
ſes, and ſolemnly ſet apart, Places for the 
publick Worſhip of God. 

B 2 2, That 


"ta 


2. That God allows, yea, requires 
ſuch Places to be Choſen and Sanftified, 
or ſolemnly ſct apart for his publick 
Worſhip, to the Honour of his Name. 

3. That if Men will be ſincerely de- 
yout in ſuch Places ({ but not otherwiſe ) 
God promules, that his Eyes and his Heart 
ſhall be there perpetua?';; He will have a 
particular Regarg to che Devotions there 
paid, and be aftc&tionately gratious to 
cach Votary that religiouſly offers them. 

Theſe Particulars difcult, I ſhall make 
a very brief Application. 

Of the zwo former, jointly to raiſe our 
Devotion, when we come into the 
Lord's Houſe ; 

Of the /ft, to quicken our Faith, that 
- he will hear and anſwer the devout Pe- 
titions which we there make. 

1. Through all Ages Men out of a 
ſenſe of Duty have Choſen and Sanfified, 
'_ that 15, ſeparated from common Uſes, 
and ſolemnly ſet apart, Places for the 
publick Worſhip of God. 

Whoever own the Being of a God, 
muſt acknowledge that he ought to be 

| Wor- 


(5) 


Worlhipped : He that made, ſuſtains, 
and preſeryes us, has a Right to the ut- 
moſt ſeryices we can pay him. And ſince 
' 1t 15 hard for Earthly-minded Men to be 
caken off their ſenſual Delights, and to 
fix their ſcattered Thoughts upon Re- 
ligious Duties, the beſt Expedient to dif- 
miſs the World for a time, the Concerns, 
and Love of it, 1s to haye recourſe to 
Holy Places ; which, being ſeparated 
from common Uſes, will repreſent no- 
thing to interrupt Acts of Piety, and, 
being dedicated to the Almighty's Ho- 
nour, will in ſome meaſure foley his 
Majeſty, ſtamp in Men laſting Impreſſt- 
ons of Reyerence,and heighten Devotion. 
A Truth this ſo certain, ſo clear, that 
the Light of Nature taught it. The No- 
tices of a God,and of his being to be thus 
-publickly Worſhipt, were imbibed to- 
gether. : 
Men ſometimes were not fully perſwa- 
ded of a great Super-intendent over the 
Creation ; were pleaſed with the Fancy, 
that Chance threw the World into, and 
continues 1t in this curious Order : but 
| B E the 


(6) 
the Creature proving the Creator, and 
ſucceſſive, precarious, inſufficient Beings 
inferring a firſt, independent and "fem 
ty ; as ſoon as conyinced that there was a 
God, the very Heathens built Altars, e- 

rected Temples ( many whercof very fa- 
 mous and magmficent) and by their 
Sacrifices, Purgations, and other Rites 
there uſed, teſtified an awfull veneration 
_ of the Deity. Reaſon, though bur lit- 
tle tmproved, inſtructed them 1n that 
Religious Practice. 

And indeed, however they fatally er- 
red concerning the Nature of Gogd,whoſe 
Effence they deſtroyed by dividin$ it;and 
many of their Myſteries were moſt pro- 

fanc, greater, more bare-fac'd Impuritics 
being countenanccd and practiſed toap- 
peaſe Heavens Wrath, than had been be- 
fore acted to provoke 1t : however their 
Sacred Offices were always ill directed, 
often wickedly performed; yet their beau- 
cifull Structures in Honour of falſe Gods 
will riſeup 1n judgment againſt ſome ſlo- 
venly Worſhippers of the true One. 
Thoſe Strangers to the Commonwealth 
of 


(7) 
of Iſrael, in this the higheſt outward ex- 
. preſſion of Reverence, as far might be 
acted up ſuitably to the Circumſtances 
of feeble Manhood, and the Majeſty of 
the inconcervable God-head.Nay (which 
1s very remarkable) their Idolatry did not 
ſo far deſecrate the Places pollared by it, 
but that the Lord of Hoſts did ſomerimes 
ſhew himſelf terrible. in his vengeance 
towards thoſe, which Sacrilegiouſly de- 
ſtroyed, or rudely defaled them. 
Alexander ab Alexandro, and others, 
g1ve particular accounts of the Heathen 
Temptes, and the manner of their ſolemn 
Conſfecrations. But leaving them, I ra- 
ther proceed to trace the more authen- 
tick practice of the Worthippers of the 
true God. ZIP TY C 
Reaſon and Rcligion (though'the one 
weakned, the er cio by Adam's 
Fall) gave carly Inſtructions to: his Po- 


fterity,that they ſhould preſent their Bodies _ | 


alſo a living Sacrifice, holy, acteptable to 
God 1n his Holy Places. Such is that by 
learned Men ſuppoſed to have been, whi- 
ther Cain and Abel brought their Offe- 


rings, 


(6) 
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there uſed, teſtified an awfull yeneration 
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Thoſe Strangers to the Commonwealth 
of 


(7) 
of Iſrael, in this the higheſt outward ex- 
preſſion of Reverence, as far might be 
acted up ſuitably to the Circumſtances 
of feeble Manhood, and the Majeſty of 
the inconcetvable God-head. Nay (which 
1s very remarkable) their Idolatry did not 
ſo far deſecrate the Places pollared by it, 
bur that the Lord of Hoſts did ſomerimes 
ſhew himſelf -terrible. in his vengeance 
towards thoſe, which Sacrilegioully de- 
ſtroyed, or rudely defiled them. 

Alexander ab Alexandro, and others, 
g1ve particular accounts of the Heathen 
Temples, and the manner of their ſolemn 
Conſccrations. But leaving them, I ra- 
ther proceed to trace the more authen- 
tick practice of the Worthippers of. the 
true God. I aha 4 

Reaſon and Religzon (though'the one 

weakned, the hes c_ by Adam's 
Fall) gave carly Inſtructions to: his Po- 
fterny,that they ſhould preſent their Bodies 
alſo a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God 1n his Holy Places. ' Such is that by 
learned Men ſuppoſed to have been, wht 
ther Cain and Abel brought their Offc- 


rings, 


Gen. 28, 


Pſl. 96. 9.' 


(VY- 
rings, Gen. 4. The Patriarchs (to whom 
God miraculouſly made known his Will 
by Viſions, Dreams,the Miniſtery of An- 
gels, and in other — Man- 
ners ) thought it fitteſt to ſerye him up- 
on Conſecrated Mountains, Altars, and 
Groves. To Facob particularly the Stone 
in Bethel, which himſelf erected by Di- 
vine Inſpiration, was the Houſe of God. 

And ſoall along *Þ 2:9 through the 
days of emptineſs, as the Fews ſtyle the 


- times before the Moſaick Diſpenſation, 
the Sons of Men were taught by Laws 


natural 1mprefled upon all, poſitive g1- 
ven to Adam, Noah and Abraham, where- 
by they and their Off-ſpring thoughr 
themſelves obliged with joint Forces to 
belicege Heaven, 92a (fo St. Baſil, and 
other Greek Fathers ſpeak) with holy 
violence to ſtraiten God, that he could 
not but hear, when they afſcmbled to- 
gether, and Worſhipped him in the Beauty 
of Holineſs. | 
Afterwards, when out of all the Fa- 
nulies of the Earth God had choſen him 
a peculiar Inheritance, and led them 


through 


(9) 
through the Wilderneſs with a mighty 
Hand, and an out-ſtretched Arm; his Ser- 
'vant Moſes, unmediately before he went 
up into the Mount, where he ſaw God 
Face to Face, built an Altar and twelve Pil- 
lars according to the twelve Tribes of Iſrael, 
to ſacrifice unto the Lord, Ex. 24. And he 
took an Offering of all the People ro make 
a Santuary, that the Lord might dwell a- 
mongft them, Ex. 25. The Cloud, the Pillar 
of Fire, the Thundrings, the Lighcnings, 
- the Earthquake, the Mountain ſmoaking, 
the ſtill Voice,theſe and the like at ſundry 
times were occaſional Symbols of the D- 
vine Preſence in the-midſt of them : Bur 
the conſtant Seat of God's Reſidence was 
the Tabernacle of the Congregation, in 
which the Prieſts, when Sanctified, were to 
giveattendance,toMinifter in the Holy Place, 
Ex. 29. This was the Place of Worſhip, 
the Safe-guard, and the Glory of Iſrael, 
till che building of the Temple. . Before 
the raiſing of which Glorious Edifice, the 
high Places alſo for Sacrifice, before and 
after, the Synagogues for Prayer and hea- 
ring the Law read, were {et apart : of the 
7 EE CG latter | 


C10) 
fatter many in every City ;: five handred 
in Jeruſalem, ſay the Rabbims.- - 

So zealous was David for the Holy One 
of Iſrael, that he profeſles (P/. 132.) 1 will 
not give fleep 10 mine Eyes, or flimber to 
mine Eye-lids.untill T find out @ place for thes 
Lord, an Habitation for the mighty God of 
Jacob. He had it inhis Heart to build an 
Houſe unto the Lord, exceeding Magniji- 
tent, of Fame, and of Glory throughout all 
Countries ; and- God applauded his De- 
{ign, bur, he __ Man of Bloud, orde- 
red him to put off the proſecution of it 
to his Son : That Son, whoſe Greatneſs, 
and Wiſdom, for which he 1s renowned 
m all the World, were moſt ſignally c- 
videnced by his carrying on that glorious 
Work; which was the Royal Palace of 
the King of Kings, the Wonder of the 
Earth, and the Tranſcript of Heaven. 
There was the daily Worſhip performed ; 
thither all the Tribes, the Fribes of the Lord 
went up thrice eycry year, to give thanks 
unto the Name of the Lord. Towards thar, 
at whateyer diſtance, they offered their: 
conltant Deyotions ; and ſince the .de- 

_ ey ſtruction 


(11) 
ſtruction of it, towards the Holy Land. 
They heretofore had, and ſtill have, pri- 
yate Oratorics at the top of their Houſes, 
called 29. from aſcending to them. 
Nay, the very Turks ( the Ceremonial 
part of whoſe Religion is much accor- 
ding to the Jewiſh Plat-form) at firſt 
Worſhipped towards the Temple of Feru- 
fſalem, . fince towards that of Meccha. 
Theſe Aliens from the Faith, though they 
deny the Lord that bought them, build 
ſtately Moſchs to the Glory of him that 
made them. So-firmly rooted is it in the 
Minds of . all Men, "ths a company of 
proud, ſtubborn, factious Zealots, that 
God accounts the Honour double, which 
is paid him 1n his own Houfe. - . 
Ler theſe things be duly laid to Heart 
by thoſe, who with a Pharifaical Haugh- 
tineſs thank God that they arc not as o- 
ther Men, whoare too much Spiritualiz'd 
and Scraphick, to fink their Thoughts 
below the Fellowſhip of che Heavenly 
Quire ; and therefore cannot ſtoop to be 
charitable to,and hold Communion with 
their Brethren, but 7 their ſakes caſt hr 
2 an 


Luke 18. 


"> 


(12) 
and abhor the Houſes of the Lord, where 
his Glory is ſhadgwed, and his- fayour 
more plentifully difpenc'd. Let them re- 
member. that the Phariſec and the Publi- 
can, the one-a Type of 'themfelves, the 
other of thoſe they ſcorn and abominate, 
went zp together to the Temple to pray. And 
let them take notice moreover, that, not- 
withſtanding the Religious Pride of the 


_ former, the latter onely went home juſti- 


neu . *©/ 17: 208k 

To give farther ſtrength to what has 
been hitherto urged, 'we may conſider 
the practice of Chriſt's Followers: as for 
his own, I ſhall ſpeak of .1t under another 
Head. They ( when, as to outward Dr. 
rection, left to themſelyes) after our Re- 
deemer's Paſſion, the time that the Law 


"purely Moſaical ceaſed, yet did not for- 


fake the chief Glory of that foregoing 
Diſpenſation. The Temple was {till their 
Houſe of Prayer : They continued daily with 
one Accord in the Temple, Acts 2. And be- 
ing forced to abandon it by the great 
Perſecution at Feruſalem, Acts 8. when in 
the Infancy of Chriſtianity God- _ 
E We Ts 
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ted the Heathen to rage, the Kings of the 
Earth to ſet themſelves, and the Rulers to 
take Counſel together againſt the Lord, 
and againſt his Doctrine ; being now de- 
barred from the publick folemn Profeſſi- 
on of the Faith, they held it as they could, 
{ct apart for ReligiousDunies their >+p5=; 
upper Rooms in their Houſes; and re- 
ſolved not to ſerve the Lord as withany 
thing, ſo neither in any. Place, that was 
common or unclean ; Thoſe, and the Se: 
pulchres of Saints and Martyrs were their 
choſen, however mean, Oratorics, neither 
applicd to any other Uſes. ” 

But when the Goſpel, like it's Author 
buried in weakneſs, had imitated him by 
riſing again 1n Glory, and the true Pro- 
feflors breath'd freely- and plennifullyiaf- 
tcr their late Oppreifions, they: preſently 
fell to honouring 6f God with their Sub- 
ſtance which he increaſed, and, as their 
Circumftances would. permit, adorned his 
Worſhip... By-the Favour of Conſtantine 


the Great, and other Chriſtian Princes, © 


they. founded Churchesevery where coſt- 
ly and magnificent. . Expences' of that 
1G Na-. 


(14) 
Nature deſervedly went under the name 
of Picty. Nor indeed can any, who have 
a due ſenſe of Religion, think it fit to put 
off God cheaply, to ſerve him with: that 
not to lic grovcling in a Cortage, why 
Luxury vaunts it ſplendidly in a Palace. 
*Twas the Traitor Judas, who bore the 
Bag, and thoughtevery thing loſt which 
went beſide-1t, that murmured at the Coſt 
laidout in Honour of our Saviour. "Twas 
the Apoſtate Julian's Treaſurer, who cx- 
mide to. ſhare in the Sacrilegious Booty 
of the Churches, that complained” the 
«Veſſels of them were too rich tor the Car- 
penters Son.. Let ſuch profligate Men 


which coſts them nothing.Devotion m_ 
c 


tremble, and behorribly afraid how they 


llate the Lord's Altars, .or offer. the 
caſt Indignity to the Habitation of his Ho- 
lineſs. For, as I am tb ſhew ſecondly, 
| 2. Godallows, yea, requires ſuch Pla- 
ces to be Choſen and Sanified,or ſolcmn- 
ly ſet apart for his publick Worſhip, to 
the Honour of his Name. . 
- Among the many groſs Conceptions, 
which the Temptations of Satan ſuggeſt, 
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- CO | 
or the Impulſe of. 'a' deluded Imaginat- 
on frames, concerning Almighty. God, 
there is ſcarce any which more detracts 
from lum, than that of thoſe, who, to a- 
void Superſtition, turn unmannerly and 
profane; left they ſhould run upon a ſer- 
zile Dread, refuſe to pay the Duty, which 
becomes a filial Fear. But God will not 
be thus mocked. Herequures a' peculiar 
Worſhip, and that in Places religiouſly ſer 
apart for the ſolemnizing of it. He will 
not have his Services to be proſtituted, is. 
jealous of his Honour, and will not ſhare 
it 11 common withrany of his Creatures. 
Indced all Places are alike, till facred. 
Rites have ſeparated ſome to be theLord's. 
Holy Habitation : Holy not effentially,. 
ſo only himfclt is ; not by Participation.. 
ſo arc only Angels,Saints,and good: Mens. 
bat relatively,. as deyoted to: © cſpecialk 
Service; and Means to quicken the Devo- 
tion of themthat repair thither. or 
Here hechallenges an nnakenable Pro- 
priety, and fignahzeth his beingdelighted 
with his Choſen and Sanctified Inheri- 
tance by the Judgmentsthat.he execuceth 
upon 


(16) 
upon them which defile it; by pouring 
Oar his Fury, and accompliſhing his ms 
ger upon thoſe, who, out of a miſplac'd 
Abhorrence of Idols, commut Sacrilege.. 
Sacrilege,that moſt daring Impiety,whuch 
with an affected Frenzy bids Defyance to 
an. All-knowing, and an Omnipotent 
God ; and, however the impudently 
wicked Rage of theſe latter Times hath 
made it appear ſlight in ſome Neighbou- 
ring Nations, becauſe common, not on- 
ly Acted, but Eſtabliſhed by a Law, yet is 
che unhappy Occaſion, which forceth a 
jealous God to become a conſunung Fire, 
and always bequeaths a Curſe, that moſt 
dcteſtable Legacy,to the third and fourth 
Generation. Nay exemplary Vengeance. 
ſcldom paſſeth by the immediate Offtendor 


. © of this kind. When, Nebuchadnezzar had 


robbed the Temple, the Invader of God's 
Honour loſt his own; he, who by Athe- 
iſtical Profanations affronted the Creator, 


was degraded into the condition of the 
loweſt and the moſt ſtupid of the Crea- 
tures. And while his Son Belſhazzer tri- 
umph'd in the Spoils of the Temple, was þ - 

| © 


(17). 
Carouzing 1n the Conſecrated Veſlels, the 
Hand-writing out of the Wall did ſtrike 
a Pallic into - Joints, trembling into his 
Knees, Anguiſh and Horrour into his 
Soul, and plainly evidenced, that the 
ſlaughter of the Sacrilegious Wretch the 
night following, was from the direct Ap- 
pointment- of- the Lord, enraged by the 
Injuries done to the Place where his Ho- 
nour dwelt. | 
Some of theſe PlacesGod expreſly com- 
manded to be Built and Sanctified. Such 
was the Tabernacle of the Congregation, 
which, when firſt ſet up, he ſo filled with 
his Glory, that Moſes himſelf, the Media- 
tor at that time between the Lord and his 
People, was not able to enter into it. 
When for forty years in the Wilder- 
neſs the Fews had been guided and fed 
with frequent Miracles, and were about 
to enter into the Promiſed Land, God di- 


rectly orders, Take heed ro thy ſelf, that yeur. 12. 


thou offer not thy Burnt-Offerings in every '» "+ 


Place that thou ſeeſt, but'in the Place which 
the Lord ſhall chooſe in one of thy Tribes, 
there thou ſhalt offer thy Burnt-Offerings,and 
"" | : D there 


. —— * 
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there thou ſhalt doe all that I command thee. 
A Text this clear cnough, one would 
think, to beat down the Humour, and 
overthrow the Credit of many amongſt 
us, who flic off from Choſen and Santli- 
fied to common Unhallowed Houſes, 
notwithſtanding the United Obligations 
of Intereſt, Reputation, Peace, Loyalty, 
-and Religion to the contrary ; who run 
away to Field-Conventicles, thoſe Nurſe- 
ries of Faction and Schiſm, where the un- 
commuſlioned Bigots preſume to make, 
and endeavour to obtrude Articles of A- 

poſtaſie, and Principles of Rebellion. 
| But to return; when the Ark of God 
had long dwelt within Curtains, he put it 
into the Heart of his Servant David to 
deſign, of Solomon to build the glorious 
Temple of Feraſalem; which in ſo emi- 
nent a manner became Holy to the Al- 
mighty by his Preſence there at the Con- 
 fecranion of it, that the Prieſts could not 
_ 2Chr.5.14 {and to Miniſter, and that the Children 
" of ſfrael, otherwhiles a ſtubborn People, 
then reyerently bowed themſelves with their 
2 Chr. 7. 3- Faces to the ground, and-Worſhipped, and 


Praiſed 


(19) 
Praiſed the Lord, ſaying, for he is good, for 
his Mercy endureth for ever. | 
Again, when by Divine Permuſſion for 
the Sins of the Fews, the Chaldeans had 
burnt this Temple, God by his Prophets 
Haggai and Zachariah ſtirred up Zoroba- 
bel to build another : which, though not 
ſo magnificent as the former, though not 
filled with fo large a Portion of the Di 
vine Preſence ; though wanting the Urim 
and Thummim, the Ark of the Cove- 
nant, and the Sacred Fire that conſumed 
the Sacrifices ; yet the Glory of the /e- 
cond Temple far exceeded that of the firſt, 
becauſe under it the Mef/tah came. The 
Mejjiah, who, being God blefled for ever, 
frequently viſited, and gave a luſtre to 
this Seat of his Holineſs ;+ called, and 
made it his Houſe of Prayer; and was 
preſent at the Feaſt of the Dedication. 
Wiſdom become incarnate taught, and 
diſputed in iz. He, who often ſubmitted 
to our other Infirnuties, was never known 
to be angry, but when he ſaw the Profa- 
nation of it. The Zeal of his Houſe ate 
him up ; the unſanctifying, the purring it 
ta-common Uſes incenfed the meek, the 
D 2 gentle 
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48514. ar. gentle Chriſt Jeſus. Behold ye Deſpiſers, 


1: Tim. 2. 8. 


John 4. 21, 
23s 


and wonder, and-be afraid :- after ſuch an 
Inſtance as.this, wonder at-the awtull Pre- 
ſence, which extorted ſo warm a Coin- 
cern from Dove-hlike Innocence, and fills 
the Holy Places ; and be afraid of the 
graceleſs ſtupidity of thoſe that defile; or 
but /lightly regard them. = 
To countenance their - unmannerly 
Profaneneſs, who deny the leaſt Honour 
where double is due, ſome plead, that 
( however it were under the Jewiſh Eco- 
nomy,when God dealt with-his People ac- 
cording to the hardneſs of their Hearts, 
yet) now, fince the Eſtabliſhment of a 
purer, and more Spiritual Religion, he 
enjoins. by. his Apoſtle St. Paal, that men 
ſhould pray every where ; and.our Saviour 
tells the Samaritan. Woman , the Hour 
was coming, when neither in that Mountain. 
( Mount Ephraim at Shiloh, where An- 
ciently. the Tabernacle, and the Ark 
were )_ nor yet at Jeruſalem, Men. ſhould 
Worſhip the Father, but ſhould Worſhip- him 
in Spirit and in Truth.. By way of reply, 
we1may note here, that St. Paul ſpeaks of 


(21 ) 


private, not of publick Prayer : and be- 
. ſides, 1f the latter were meant, his ap- 
pointing it to be made every where,. or 
11 every place, docs not forbid a partt- 
cular ſcparation to Pious Uſes, does only 
extend the more folemn Worſhip of God 
through the whole World, beyond the 
narrow compaſs of Feruſalem, within 
which it was before circumſcribed. This 
will be an anſwer to both the forecited 
Objections, which do no more prove 
the common indifferent Uſe of Places in 
the Service of the Lord, than that (al ſhall 
bePriefls of God) does expoſe theMinifterial 
Function to every preſumptuous Intru- 
der. The ſum of the matter. is : Under 
the Law the Prieſthood was confined to 
one. Tribe, the true Worſhip to one Na- 
tion, but now :under the Geſpe/ both are 
laid in common, that 1s,. free for all; yet 
that 15 rot to bz invaded by Perſons un- 
called, nor this ordinarily to be perfor- 
med in publick in P/aces unſanttified, net: 
ther to- be exerciſed without preceding 
Conſecrations. After theſe have ſolemn: 
ly ſer apart Places for Divine Service, as 
in-my third Particular I ſhall- endeavour 
to make out, 23 


(22) 

2. If Men will be ſincerely devout in 
ſuch Places (but not otherwiſe) God. 

romiſes that his Eyes and his Heart ſhall 
be there perpetually, he will have a parti 
cular regard to the Devotions there paid, 
and be affectionately gratious to. each 
Votary that religiouſly offers them. 

"The Happineſs of the Almighty is 
eſſential and immutable, not to be in- 
creaſed by our imperfect Righteouſneſs, 
or diminithed by our impotent Iniquiries. 
Our moſt ſincere Devotions delight the 
Lord indeed, but affe our ſelves, we 
only receive the Benefit. The Sacrifices 
of a broken Spirit go up as. Incenſe 
with aſweet-ſmclling ſavour tothe Lord, 
but ſhowres of Mercics are return'd for 
them, eſpecially when offered in Places 
ſer apart for his Service : There hath he 
promiſed his Bleſſing, and life for evermore. 

If in our Diſtreſles we flie for Refuge 
to the Altar ; if under the apprehenſion 
of Puniſhment, which our ſins. moſt 
rightcouſly deſerve, we take Sanftuary 
at the Houſe of God, our Strength, our ' 
Redemption will not fail us. FRO 

ocs 
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does God oblige us to repair; and he will 
certainly bleſs the means, which himſelf 
preſcribes. Eo, 

"Tis true, when Men draw nigh to 
God with their Mouths, and honour him 
with their Lips, while their Heart is far 
from, and does deſpite unto him, he re- 
jets ſuch their Hypocritical Addreſles, 
and angrily demands, who hath requi- 
red theſe things at your Hands, to tread 
my Courts ? Oblations are vain, Incenſe 
an Abomination to him, when not 
Sanctified by Aﬀection, Faith, and De- 
votion. 

Whatever ſturdy Conceit ſome Men 
entertain, that being once choſen for 
God's People, they cannot be forſaken 
by him, that he is bound by ſtronger ties 
to relide among, and protect them, con- 
ſtrained with more laſting Cords, than 
thoſe with which the fond madneſs of 
certain Heathens ſhackled the Images of 
cheir Gods, thereby to ſecure the charm'd 
Inhabitants : however with the F7ews 
( Fer. 7. ) after notorious Provocations 
they come and fland before the Lord in the 

Houſe, 


S Pet. 4+ I 7* 
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Houſe, which is called by: his Name, and ſay, 
we are delivered to doe all theſe Abominati- 
ons; yet let them know, that, if nor 
averted, Judgment muſt begin at the Houſe 
of God, and will be moſt ſeverely execu- 
ted upon them, that profane tus Glory 
by their wicked Approachcs. | | 

The repeated Tranſgreſſions of un- 
righteous Worſhippers force the Lord to 
an abhorrence even of his-own Sanctua- 
ries. So, inpuniſhment to the ſtubborn 
Zews, he permitted the Ark, where he had 
put lis Name, and more Majeſtick Pre- 
{2nce, to be taken Captive : and, not- 
withſtanding their frequent Boaſts of the 
temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, 
the Temple of the Lord, he gave way for 
Antiochus to profane, for 7 itzs totally to 
deſtroy it. 


- Though Facob were his Portion, and 
Ifaelthe Lot of his Inheritance, yet they, 
che living Temple of the Lord, by un- 
ſincere Worſhip provoked him, after 
ſundry- manners to ſet himſelf in array 
Plal. 78. 38. 2garnſt them, to ſtir up all his Wrath, and 


make a Way to his Anger, clear the Paſſage, 
that 
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that nothing ſhould obſtruct the full 
courſe of it. Nay,” he proceeded fo far, 
as.to laugh-at the Calamities which he 


| brought upon them, to mock when their = 


fear came ; and farcaſtically bid them, 


prepare to meet thy God 0 Iſrael. Alas, AMOS 4» I 


what preparation can Duſt and Aſhes 
make, wherewith to meet and withſtand 
an angry God? Lord, what is Man, im- 
potent Man that he ſhould contend with 
an Almighty Creator ? Wherewithall ſhall 
we Come before, and meet him, CXxCePpt as 
Facob met Eſau ( Gen. 32. ) with Prayers 
and Supplications, that we may find fa- 
vour in his ſight ? Thus, onely thus, may 
we imitate that Patriarch , wreſtle with 
God, and prevail. 

Come then, and lct -us reverently 


Worſhip the Lord in the mid] of the Con- ' 


gregation, being aſlured _ that for his 
Goodneſs fake he will not, for his Pro- 
mile ſake he cannot, refuſe to hear and 
be gratious to ſincere Deyotions. Holi- 


neſs becometh, and Goodneſs dwells in his Pal. 93 $ 
Houſe for ever. How amiable are thy Ta- Pals3.9,0. 


bernacles 0 Lord of Hoſts ! here Mercy and 
_ E Truth 


E Sar, 1, 


(56) 
Truth meet together, when Trath flouri- 
Jheth out of rhe Earth, Mercy looks down 
from Heaven. 2 rl 
As aſenſible Inſtance of God's fayou- 
fable acceptance of ſupplicatory Ad- 
dreſles at the Temple, when the Jews 
went up to Ferſalem to make them, their 
Concerns were fafe at home, though left 
without a Guard, neither incident Ca- 
lamities befell' them, nor the Philiftines, 
or other bitter Enemics could then mo- 
left them ; the Lord was a Shield, the 
God of Jacob a Defence to them, while 
employed in his' Worſhip. Hamah's 
Womb was opened, and ſhe delivered of 
the Child Samuel in return of her Yow 
at the yearly Sacrifice in Shiloh ; and, by 
deyoting him to the Service of the Altar, 
ſhe, that had been called Barren, became 
a joyfull Mother of five Children more. 
The Promiſe 'of John Baptiff's Birth was 
made to Zacharias, when he gave atten: 
dance in the Temple. So certain i 1s, 


- that God. will be found of thoſe that 
| eek him 1n his own Ordinances, that he 
_ will give a particular Blefling both Tem- 


poral 
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poral and' Eternal to them, which. call 
upon him, in the Place, that he chuſeth 
and fanctifieth to put his Name there. It 
will therefore- become us, when. we go 
into the Lord's Courts, to cry out with 


Zacob awakened from fleep, ſurely the $28 17: 


Lord is in this Place ; how dreadfull is this 
Place? This is none other but the Houſe of 
God, and this is the Gate of Heaven, Open, 
be ye open ye everlaſting Doors above, 
and the'Servants of the King of Glory, 
that reverently Worſhip him 1n his dwel 
ling Places below, after ſeveral Earneſts 
of . his - Favour here, ſhall enter in, and 
enjoy him to-all Ecermty. 
. Having ſpoken to the three Particulars 
propoſed, according to the method laid 
down; 
Iam now to make a very brief Ap- 

plication 12:4 0 Vere 

Of: the two former jointly; to raiſe our 
Devotion, when we come into the Lord's 
Houfc. .' . owoebrdlt 3 5 
Of the latter to quicken ow Faith, that 
he will hear and anſwer the devout Pe- 
titions which we-there make. 5, 

| E 2 I. SINCE 
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r.. Since Men through all Ages have 
thought it their Duty, and God requires 
o Chuſe and San&tify Places for his pub- 
lick Worſhip, where his Honour and 
Gratious Preſence vouchſafe to dwell, We 
muſt draw near with Reverence. The place 
where we ſtand is holy ground. The Ma- 
jeſty of the great Creator fills, and the 
loweſt Proftrations of his Creatures beft 
ſuit with our' Approaches to it. 

"Tis obſervable, that the Chymiſt in 
thoſe who ſeek his fanſied Stone, the Phi- 
loſopher in them who ſearch after that bet- 
ter Treaſure Truth, and even the Tzrks 
in thoſe who but look on the Alchoran, 
expect unblameable Holineſs. What 
awfull Piety then ſhould enlarge, tran- 
ſport our Hearts, when we, the anima- 
ted Duſt of God's Foot-ſtool, have not a 
diſtant view of, but arc admutted boldly 
to come up to the Throne of his Grace, 
and of his Glory ? 

The weak ſhadows of which: Glory 
have ' overwhelmed the Sons of Men 
with Dread and Aſtoniſhment. When 
Meſes came down from conyerſing with 


God, 
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God, the Glory of his Countenance was ſuch, 


that the Children of Iſrael could not fledfaſily 2 cor. 3. 13 


behold his Face. When the Glory of 
the Lord overſpread Mount: Sinai at the 
Delivery of the Commandments, the 


Iſraelites, though San&tified, and three Exodw 19. 


Days fitted by Divine Appointment for 


the ſight, yea, and Moſes himſelf ex- Heb. 12. 21. 


ceedingly feared and quaked. Nay, the 
Obſcurities of mortal Fleſh, and the 
humble Circumſtances under which the 
Son of God was pleaſed to take it, did 
not fo far cclipfe the brightneſs of his 
Glory, the expreſs Image of his Perſon, 
bur that, when now near to dic as a 


Malefattour, a gentle Anſwer in the John 18. « 


Garden ſtruck the rough Soldiers into a 
. France, and a mild caſt of his Eye at the 


| Bar, diſſolved the treacherous St. Peter in- Luke 22.61, 


.to a floud of Tears. Theſe dark diſtant 
Repreſentations being ſo full of Glory, 
how great muſt be that Glory, when 
.more . eminently diſplayed in the Place 
. of it's Reſidence © Such the Church will 
be taken tobe by a true Chriſtian's Fatth, 
. who there ſees God reconciled, Princt 
| palities, 
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palities, and Powers dethron'd, and all 
the other bleſſed effects of ourRedeemer's 

a8 7.55- Merits ; . and , looking wp - fledfaſily into 
Heaven with St. Stephen, beholds the 
Glory of God, and Feſus ſtanding at the 
Right Hand of God. With what Hunuli- 
ty, Awe, and Veneration ſhould we then 
proſtrate our Bodies, and eleyatc our 

Pral. 25. 5s. Souls, to ſpeak of bis Glory in the Temple, 

Pal. 22. 22- tO ſupplicatc and praiſe h1m2 in the midſt of 
the great Congregation * 


2. Since God has promiſed particularly 
to regard, and to be affectionately gra 


tious to Deyourt Petitions, whuch arc offe- 
red-in his own Houſe, I#e muſt approach 
with Faith. Whatever: Doubts of Ac- 
ceptance former Rebelhtans, whateyer 
Diſcouragements preſent Difficulties , 
ſcatter to obſtruct, or ſtagger a Chriſti- 
an's Faith, yet 151t gloriouſly built up, and 
.confirmed by, borrows Lite and Vigour 
from God's Promiſe of eſpecial fayour 
to them, that diligently ſeek him in che 
.place which 1s called by his Name. From 
ence it enliyens, and tranſports a Pjous 
Soul, wings Devotion, joins with the 
Heavenly 


(37) 
Heayenly Quire in ſinging Praiſes and” 
T hankſgivings to him that ſutteth upon the 
Throne, and to the Lamb ; rivals the Ar- 
dour of flaming Seraphims ; and all this 
Rapture and Ecſtaſic, while with the two 
Cherubims in the Ark of the Tabernacle 
( Ex. 37. ) we ſurround the Mercy-ſear. 
Let us therefore, in this goodly Seat of 
his Mercy, and of his Glory, make our 
humble Supplications unto him, as So/o- 
mon did at the Conſecration of the Tem- 
ple, 0 Lord God of Iſrael, have reſpef to 


the Prayers of thy Servants, that thine Eyes , cars, 6, 
may be open upon this Houſe Day and Night, "9.29 


which thou haſt Chofen and Sanctified 
to the Honour of thy Name. 


THE END. 


